Scoring Rubric—GRADES 4-8
Narrative, Expository, Biography, Autobiography, Journalism
	4   

The writing-
· Clearly addresses all parts of the writing task.

· Demonstrates a clear understanding of purpose and audience.

· Maintains a consistent point of view, focus, and organizational structure, including the effective use of transitions.

· Includes a clearly presented central idea with relevant facts, details, and/or explanations.

· Includes a variety, of sentence types.

· Contains few, if any, errors in the conventions of the English language (grammar, punctuation, capitalization, spelling).  These errors do not interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writing.

Fictional or autobiographical narrative writing-

· Provides a thoroughly developed plot line including major and minor characters and a definite setting.

· Includes appropriate strategies (e.g., dialogue; suspense; narrative action).
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The writing-

· addresses all parts of the writing task.

· demonstrates a general understanding of purpose and audience.

· maintains a mostly consistent point to view, focus and organizational structure, including the effective use of some transitions.

· presents a central idea with mostly relevant facts, details, and/or explanations.
· includes a variety of sentence types.

· contains some errors in the conventions of the English language (grammar, punctuation, capitalizations, spelling).  These errors do not interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writing.

Fictional or autobiographical narrative writing-

· provides an adequately developed plot line, including major and minor

characters and a definite setting.

· includes appropriate strategies (e.g., dialogue; suspense; narrative action).
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The writing-

· addresses only parts of the writing task.

· demonstrates little understanding of purpose and audience.

· maintains an inconsistent point of view, focus, and/or organizational structure, which may include ineffective or awkward transitions that do not unify important ideas.

· suggests a central idea with limited facts, details, and/or explanations.

· includes little variety in sentence types.

· contains several errors in conventions of the English language (grammar, punctuation, capitalization, spelling).  Errors may interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writing.

Fictional or autobiographical narrative writing-

· provides a minimally developed plot line, including characters and a setting.

· attempts to use strategies but with minimal effectiveness (e.g., dialogue; suspense; narrative action).
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The writing-

· addresses only one part of the writing task.

· demonstrates no understanding of purpose and audience.

· lacks a point of view, focus, organizational structure, and transitions that unify ijmortant ideas.

· lacks a center idea buy may contain marginally related facts, details, and/or explanations.

· includes no sentence varity.

· contains serious errors in the conventions of the English language (grammar, punctuation, capitalization, spelling).  Errors interfere with the reader’s understanding of the writing.

Fictional or autobiographical narrative writing-

· lacks a developed plot line.
· fails to use strategies (e.g., dialogue; suspense; narrative action).




Rubrics taken from:  California Department of Education’s Teacher Guide for the 2007 California Writing Standards Test in Grade Seven; http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/resources.asp
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· communicates clearly and powerfully

· evokes reader response

· creates a picture in the reader’s mind; makes an emotional connection

· if there is rhyme, rhyme not forced, meaning comes first

· whether formal or informal in style, poem format is consistent throughout
	3

· communicates well

· reader response less engaged

· pictures and emotions not as pronounced

· if rhymed, rhyme rarely forced

· poem shows adequate command of format and style
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· communicates less adequately

· reader somewhat unclear of poet’s intention

· pictures and emotions unclear

· if rhymed, rhyme somewhat forced

· poem shows fair command of format and style
	1

· communicates poorly
· reader unclear of poet’s intention
· no picture of emotional connection evoked in reader
· if rhymed, rhyme forced and contrived
· poem shows poor command of format and style


Poetry Rubric—5-12
Rubric taken with permission from Tehama Department of Education’s 2006 LitFest Event Guide
Scoring Rubric, grades 4-8
Graphic Novel

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Artwork
	The artwork is illegible.  Many of the characters look the same.  The art style contradicts the tone of the story.
	The artwork is sometimes illegible. Two of the characters look the same. The art style neither adds to nor takes away from the tone of the story.
	The artwork is usually readable and understandable.  Characters are usually distinguishable from one another. The art style loosely matches the tone of the story.


	The artwork is consistently readable and understandable. Characters are always distinguishable from one another. The art style closely matches the tone of the story.

	Lettering
	Letter is illegible. Lettering is consistently crammed into word balloons and captions.
	Lettering is somewhat messy. Some examples of lettering crammed into word balloons and captions.
	Lettering is adequate. Ample space is usually given to the lettering in word balloons and captions.

	Lettering is neat and legible. Ample space is always given to the lettering in word balloons and captions.

	Communication

	Uses unclear or confusing sentences; uses few descriptive words, little or

incorrect dialogue and/or little appropriate

vocabulary. Shows a

limited sense of voice; engages the reader in a limited way.
	Uses simple basic sentence types and

lengths – may include fragments and run-ons; uses some descriptive language, dialogue and vocabulary. Shows some sense of voice; engages the reader in a simple way.
	Uses clear sentence structure with a variety of sentence lengths and/or types; uses descriptive

language, dialogue and specialized vocabulary effectively. Shows a sense of voice; engages the reader in an active way.
	Demonstrates an effective control

over sentence structure; uses complex range of sentence lengths

and/or types; uses descriptive

language, dialogue and specialized

vocabulary innovatively. Shows

a strong sense of voice; engages and sustains the reader through a natural, personal tone and

style.

	Organization of Ideas
	Shows limited use of a plan; very limited evidence of sequencing ideas  may be incomplete. Format

may only be partially followed.
	Shows some use of a plan, some evidence of sequencing ideas;

ideas are related in

simple, mechanical

ways. Format is followed with some

errors.
	Shows use of a logical plan and

clear focus; ideas are organized into paragraphs using appropriate and logical connections.  Format is followed

correctly.
	Shows use of a logical plan and

clear focus; ideas are well organized using a range of

complex and logical connections to link paragraphs. Format is followed

flawlessly, with additions.

	Conventions

	Shows limited accuracy in spelling, grammar and

punctuation.
	Shows some accuracy in spelling, grammar and punctuation.
	Shows general accuracy in spelling, grammar and punctuation.
	Shows consistent accuracy in spelling, grammar and punctuation.


From WRITE A COMIC OR GRAPHIC NOVEL EXCERPT:   A Picture Is Worth a Thousand Words http://www.gecdsb.on.ca/schools/elem/lps/just%20read/pdfs/writeacomicexcerpt.pdf 
 

Journalism Rubric
	


	 
	1

	2

	3

	4

	Lead 
How effective is your opening sentence. Does it contain the necessary information? 
	Lead is very weak and contains little of the necessary information. 
	Lead contains the necessary information, but is weakly composed or awkward. 
	Lead is well-written and contains the basic information necessary, 
	Lead is engaging and dynamic, and is written clearly and without error. 

	Organization 

	Organizational structure is very limited. Article is disjointed most of the time.
	The article shows the elements of a basic organization. Information follows the inverted pyramid at a basic level. 
	The information follows a coherent inverted pyramid structure. 
	Information is deftly organized by importance, and there is an overwhelming logic to the order in which it is written. 

	Transitions 
How smooth is your shifting between information? 
	Article lacks transitions and Language of Journalism. 


	Article has transitions, but they are very limited, and not written in important areas of the article.
Some Language of Journalism is apparent. 


	Article has transitions and Language of Journalism in important parts of the article. 


	Article has outstanding and creative transitions. Language of Journalism is used creatively and in all parts of the article.

	Mechanics 
Grammar, Punctuation, etc 
	Shows limited accuracy in spelling, grammar and

punctuation.
	Shows some accuracy in spelling, grammar and punctuation.
	Shows general accuracy in spelling, grammar and punctuation.
	Shows consistent accuracy in spelling, grammar and punctuation.


	From www.iRubric.com. 
	


